Revision
Guides

The Planets
All about the Solar System

Hello
You might be thinking that learning
about the planets is very simple, but you
need to know the basic facts before you
take on the Science part of the TASC test.
There's a lot more to know than what's in
this guide, but we're going to start right
at the start, by learning about the Solar
System.
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What is the Universe?
The Solar System is what we call all of our
planets and the Sun. The planets go around
(orbit) the Sun.
Lots of stars, planets, and solar systems close
together are called galaxies.
When we say 'close together', we mean many
millions and billions of miles. But space is so
big that such a distance is actually quite small.
It took Voyager 1, a human-made satellite, 35
years to leave the solar system. As of March
2020, it is now 13.8 billion miles away from
Earth. Our next nearest star is about 4.24 light
years away, and it would take 137 thousand
years to get there... and that's our closest
neighbor!
The Universe is everything - all of the planets,
stars, and galaxies in existence. It's certainly
big - so big we just can't picture it.
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What is a Planet?
Quite simply, a planet is a body that
orbits around a star, is big enough to
have enough gravity to be spherical, and
is big enough for its gravity to move
other objects out of its orbit around the
sun.
Orbit
Planet

Star
(The Sun
is a star)
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Some planets are mostly rock, like Mars.
Others are gaseous, like Jupiter. Earth is
mostly water, and is the only planet we
know has life.
Pluto is a dwarf planet. It orbits the Sun,
is big enough to have enough gravity to
be spherical, but is not big enough for its
gravity to move other objects out of its
way as it orbits the Sun. That is why we
now longer call it a planet.

Mercury
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Small, rocky and hot

Venus

Acidic, rocky

Earth

Our home

Mars

Red, rocky

Jupiter

Big, gaseous

Saturn

Gaseous, ringed

Uranus
Neptune

Icy, rocky

Very similar to Uranus
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It's easy to remember the planets in order. We
just have to remember a funny sentence about
pizza.

My

Mercury

Very

Venus

Eager

Earth

Mother

Mars

Just

Jupiter

Served

Saturn

Us

Uranus

Nine

Neptune

Pizzas

Pluto

The first letter of each word tells you which
planet comes next. Don't forget though - Pluto
is not a planet.
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You might think this is simple stuff, or
maybe a bit unnecessary. After all, you
won't be asked to name the planets in a
job interview.
The TASC test may have some questions
that expect you to understand what
planets are. You might need to answer
questions on a passage all about the
Solar System.
These questions will be much easier for
you if you already know what the planets
are. It may feel simple - but you need to
know it.
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