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The nitrogen cycle describes how
nitrogen moves between plants,
animals, bacteria, the atmosphere (the
air), and soil in the ground. Nitrogen
is an important element
to all life on Earth.

Nitrogen cycle, circulation of nitrogen
in various forms through nature.
Nitrogen, a component of proteins
and nucleic acids, is essential to life
on Earth.
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Fixation - Fixation is the first step in the
process of making nitrogen usable by
plants. Here bacteria change nitrogen
into ammonium.

Nitrification - This is the process by
which ammonium gets changed into
nitrates by bacteria. Nitrates are what
the plants can then absorb.

Assimilation - This is how plants get
nitrogen. They absorb nitrates from the
soil into their roots. Then the nitrogen
gets used in amino acids, nucleic acids,
and chlorophyll.
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Ammonification - This is part of the
decaying process. When a plant or
animal dies, decomposers like fungi and
bacteria turn the nitrogen back into
ammonium so it can reenter the
nitrogen cycle.

Denitrification - Extra nitrogen in the
soil gets put back out into the air. There
are special bacteria that perform this
task as well.
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Around 78% of the atmosphere is
nitrogen. However, this is mostly not
usable by animals and plants.

Nitrogen is used in fertilizer to help
plants grow faster.

Nitrous oxide is a greenhouse gas.
Too much of it can also cause acid
rain.

Nitrogen has no color, odor, or taste.
It is used in many explosives. About
3% of your body weight is nitrogen.
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Call us: (812) 429-1222
Text us: (812) 250-8724

Email us: admin@litcenter.org
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dedicated to improving adult literacy and education,
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